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SASSSED $(-10SESSSE 
His Majeſites Gracious Speech to the 


IV hitehall, March 1, 1662. 


My, Speaker aud Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, 

= > > Inding it neceſlary to ſay ſomewhat 
2aWEapy to you, Ithought once of doing it 
» 


6 a- \ by a Meſſage , which hath been the 


WCET) moſt uſual way ; but when 1con- 
es WF {idercd, that ſpeaking to you My 
Self, with that plainneſs and freedom loſe to do, 


on you uſe to receive what Lay LO you z I reſo]- 
ved to deliver My Meflage to you My Self, and 
and have therefore ſent for you hither, which hath 
been frequently done heretofore, though it be the 
firſt time I have done fo. wg Fu 
I do ſpeak My heart to you, - when 1tell you; 
That I do believe , that from the firſt Inflitutions 
of Parliaments.tothis hour,there wasnever a Houſe 
of Commons fuller of Aftection and Dury to their 
King , then you are to Me; never any that was 
more defirousand follicitous to gratifie their King, 
then you are to oblige Me ; never a Houſe of Coms» 
A 2 _ mONs, 


Honorable Houſe of Commons , ac 


hath more of kindneſs1n it, and with what affeQiz 


mons, in which there were fewer perſons withoue F 
a full meaſure of Zeal,torrhe Honour and Welfare | 
of the King and Countrie,thenthere are inthis;The 
-wonderfull alactitie that you ſhewed at your firſt 
coming together, in giving Me ſo liberal a fupply, 
was an unqueſtionable inſtance of this ; and 1 af- 
Jure you, made Our neighbors abroad look upon 
Mc and you with much the more reſpect and 
eſteem ; and I am perſwaded, even broke the heart 
of ſome deſperate and ſeditious Deſigns at home. 
Ina word, l know moſt of your faces and names, 
and can never hope to finde better menin your 

places. Eee 
You will wonder now, after 1 have willingly 
made this juſt acknowledgement to you, that I 
ſhould lament and even complain, that Iand you 
and the Kingdom, are yet without that preſent fruit 
and advantage , which We might reaſonably pro- 
miſe Our ſelves from ſuch a harmonie of Aﬀteci- 
ons and a unity in Reſolutions, to advance the pub 
lick Service , and to provide for the Peace and Sez 
curityof the Kingdom , that you do not expedne 
thoſe good Councels which are molt neceſlarie for 
a. | 
I know not how it comes to paſs, but for theſe 
many weeks paſt , even ſince your laſt Adjournz 
ment , private and particular bulineſs have rnmr'f 
| Enrult 


_ and in truth, I do not know that you are ncarer 
ſettling My Revenue , then-you were at Chriſt- 
maſs; Iam fureI have communicated My conduion | 
to you Withour reſerye, what1have coming in, and 
what My neceſlary Disburſments are ; and I am ex- 
ceedingly deceived, if whatever you give Me be any 
otherwiſe given to Me, thento be 1ſſyed out for your 
own uſe and benefit ; truſt Meyit ſhall be fo, andit 
you conſiderit well , you will finde that you are the 
richer by what you give , ſince it 1sallro be laid out, 
that you may enjoy the reſt in Peace and Security. . 
Gentlemen , 1 need not put you in minde of the 
miſerable efles which have attended the wants and 
neceſſities of the Crown, 1need not tell you , that 
there is a Republical party ſtill in the Kingdom, 
which hath the courage to promiſe themſclves an- 
other Revolution ; aad Me thinks, I ſhould as little 
needto tell you,that the onely way,with Gods blef- 
{ing, rodiſappointtheir hopes, and indeed to reduce 
them from thoſe extravagant hopes and defires,is, to 
let them ſee,that you have ſo provided forthe Crown 
that it hath wherewithall to ſupport it ſelf, and to ſe- 
cure you, which 1 am fure 18 all Ide fire,and defire on- 
ly for your preſervation ; Therefore I do conjure 
you,by all the profeſſions of affection you have made 
_ toMe, by all the kindneſs Iknow you have for Me, 
ee afee 


F” thruſt the confiderationof the Publick out of doors: | 


af " 
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proportion with the necellarie expences 1 am ar foj 
the Peace and Benefit,and Honour of the Kingdom, 
that they who look for troubles at home, may de: 


ſpair of their wiſhes , and that Our Neighbours | 
abroad, by ſeeing that all 1s well at home , may have 


that eſteem and valueof Us, as may ſecure the Inter. 
eſt and Honourof the Nation , and make the hap» 


the admiration and envy of the world. 
Gentlemen, Ihear you are very zealous forthe 
Church, and very fſollicitous, and even jealous that 


there is not expedition enough uſed in that Aﬀair, 1 
thank you for it, ſince 1 preſume it proceeds ftroma 


good root of Piety and Devotion ; but I muſt tell 


you, I have the worſt luck in the world, if, after all 
the reproaches of being a Papiſt whit I was abroad, 


I am ſuſpected of being a Presbyterian now I am 


come home:] know you will not take tt unkindly, if 


I tell you, thatT am as zealous for the Church of 
England, as any of you can be, and am enough ac 
quainted with the enemies of it, on all ſides ; that 
Tam as much in love with the Book of Common 


Prayer, as you can wiſh, and have prejudice enough + 
tothoſe who do not love ir; who I hope intime 


will 


after all your deliberations , betake your ſelves tg ] 
ſome ſpeedy reſolutions , and fertle fuchareal ang ©| 
ſubſtantial Revenue upon Me , as may hold fome 


4 , 
1 


pineſs of this Kingdom, and of this City, once more | 


| 
| 


| will bebetter informed 071 change their mindes ; 
| and you may be confident, I'doas much deſireto 
ſc a Uniformutie ſetl'd, as any amongſt you, 1 pray 
| truſt Me in that Aftair, I promiſe you to haſten the 
diſpatch of it with all convenient ſpeed, you may 
rclie upon Me in it. _ 

I have tranſmitted the Book of Common Prayer 
| withthoſe Alterations and Adduions , which have 
| beenpreſented ro Me by the Convocation , tothe 
| Houſeof Peers, with My Approbation, that the Act 
of Uniforwitie may relateto it ; fo that I preſume it 
will be ſhortlie diſpatched there : And when We 
have done all We can, the well:fetling that Affair 
will require great Prudence and Diſcretion , and the 
abſence of all Paſſion and Precipitation, 


| the ſeaſon of the Year, the convenience of your being 
in the countrie , in many reſpeds, forthe good and 
welfare of it ; for you will finde much Tares have 


been ſowed there in your abſence; the arrivall of My 


Wife, who I expe ſome time this Monerh , and 
the neceſſirte of My own being out of town to meet 
 Heryand to flay ſome time before She comes huther, 
makes it very neceſlarie that the Parliament be ad- 


journed before Eaſter, ro meet againin the Winter : 


| Andthatit may doſo, I pray lay aſide private bus 
ſineſs , that you may in that time diſpatch the Pub- 


lick; 


— — — 


_— 
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I will conclude, with putting you in minde, That 


lick,* and thereare few things 1 reckon more puij + 
lick then your providing for the Securttie of the Feng | 
lands, which I have ſo often recommended to you, 
and doit now very carneſthe. I pray let no private 
 Animolities or Conteſts, indanger a work of fo 
great a Benefit and Honour tothe Nation ; but firſt 
provide forthe ſupport of the Work , and then ler 
Fallice be done for determination of particalar In 
tcrelts 6 | Ts - 

The mention of My Wives arrival, puts Me in 
minde to defice youto put that Complement upon 
Her , that Her entranceinto the Town may be with 
more decencie then the ways will now ſutter itto 
be: And to that purpoſe,l pray you would quickly 
paſs ſuch Laws as are before you , in ordertothe 
amending thoſe Ways, and that She may not finde 
Whitchall ſarrounded with water. - 

[ will detain you nolonger, but do pro- 
miſe My Self great Fruits of this converſa- 
| tion with you,and that you will juſtifie the - 

. Confidence I havein your Aﬀections, by 
letting the world ſee that you take My 
Concernments to heart, andare ready to 
| do whatſoever [| deſire for the Peace and 

_ VVelfare of the Kingdom. 4 
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